Proceedcings of the Royal Society of Medicine 2 wall shares in this movement, becoming more wrinkled than the left. There is a coarse involuntary rhythmical tremor of the right hand accentuated by movement: there is a slight hypotonia in the right arm. There is excessive rebound of the right arm; repetitive movements are clumsy on the right; the left shows normal co-ordination. No marked weakness in either arms or legs is present. The plantar responses are flexor. Light touch is felt accurately but tickle is depressed on the left side: there is also a slight but definite hypalgesia and hypothermia on that side. Vibration and joint sense are normal. Special laryngeal examination shows adduction contractions of the right vocal cord at 160 per minute not clearly synchronized with those of the pharynx. In the diaphragm no myoclonus of any nature is to be determined. His gait is wide-based and uncertain. J. H., aged 44, sought advice for pain in left arm, parnsthesix in thumb, stiffness of neck and reduction of left biceps-jerk--a typical case of herniation of fifth cervical disc. Found to have congenital heart disease-Eisenmenger complex, with right ventricular preponderance on E.C.G.
Since early life has suffered from involuntary jerking movements of the legs, sufficient to displace the limb violently and usually taking the form of a contraction of quadriceps. The resultant "kick" is sustained for some seconds by myoclonus. These movements are limited to the legs, are aggravated by warmth and by lying down, are absent during voluntary movement, and are relieved by cold. They start with tingling in the side of the foot. Consciousness not disturbed. No fits. Quite well otherwise.
Father suffered from precisely similar symptoms but he, too, was free from epilepsy. The only abnormality in the nervous system was generalized exaggeration of the tendon-jerks.
There is no myotonia. The E.E.G. is normal at rest and after overbreathing. The predominant frequency was 10 per second and distribution was normal.
Diagnosis.-The sustained nature of the involuntary movements distinguish this case from the simple "jumping" of the legs seen in many normal persons and also in epileptics. The case appears to be one of familial myoclonus without epilepsy.
Abnormal'Ocular Movement.-FRANK A. ELLIOTT, F.R.C.P.
Violet H., aged 17, came under observation in March 1948 as a case of mild acute glomerular nephritis following streptococcal tonsillitis. Was found to have remarkable voluntary control of ocular movements, which she had discovered accidentally six months prior to the present illness. She is able to rotate or roll the eyes synchronously, in an anticlockwise direction, at the rate of from 2-3 per second. It is a continuous rotation, not a nystagmus. She initiates the movement by converging the eyes, and can stop it at will. The upper lids move up and down in time with the rotation, but so far as can be determined by the unaided eye, the pupils remain constant. While carrying out this movement she is aware that outside objects are "dancing". Unlike voluntary nystagmus, the movement is not stopped by placing strong lenses in front of the eyes.
The rest of the C.N.S. is normal.
? Manganese Intoxication.-MACDONALD CRITCHLEY, M.D., F.R.C.P. Mr. A. D., aged 54. Brassfounder, Seventeen months ago collapsed at work. He was admitted to hospital, and during the course of twelve hours had 7 typical epileptic attacks. It was discovered at that time that he had splenomegaly.
Twelve months' history of progressive loss of power in left hand and arm and increasing stiffness of the arm and fingers. Three months' history of weakness and dragging of the left leg.
Seven months ago he had suffered from frontal headaches for about three months. Examination.-Intelligence shows moderate deterioration from an originally low average; the greatest defect being in memory. Expressionless face and monotonous voice.
